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Novo Holdings Novo Nordisk Foundation Grant recipients

Between 2017 and 2021, 
Novo Holdings has funded 
an average of 1 German 
company each year as part 
of its portfolio.

ϵ

Ultimo 2021, Novo Holdings 
holds investments in 4 
companies based in Germany. 
One Seed Investment, one 
Growth Equity Investment and 
two Principal investments.

ϵ
ϵ

Between 2017 and 2021, the 
TheNovo Nordisk Foundation 
(NNF) has awarded a total of 
ϵмуΦс Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŦƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 
involving German and Danish 
applicants.

Since 2016, 57 young German 
researchers have been awarded 
a grant to attend the 
Copenhagen Bioscience 
Conferences.

ϵ

Between 2017 and 2021, the Danish 
grant recipients collaborated with 92 
German companies. 38% are in the 
biotechnology sector, and 40% of the 
companies have less than 50 employees.

10/10
Out of the 10 most frequent Germen 
university partners for Danish grant 
recipients, all ten are among the 50 
highest ranked universities world-wide.

Between 2017 and 2021, Danish grant 
recipients and their German co-authors 
have published 1658 journal articles 29% 
of these are among the top 10% most 
cited in their field.
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Introduction

This report is presented in two parts; 

ÅActivities that Novo Nordisk Foundation (NNF) grant recipients 

have with institutions or organisationsin the Germany.

Å!ƴ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ bƻǾƻ IƻƭŘƛƴƎǎΩ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΦ

¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜǎ bbCΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ 

academic community and industry.

Through figures and case studies, it demonstrates the 

different kinds of relationships and activities between NNF 

grant recipients and Germanyacademic and industry 

partners. Data in the presentation are based on activities 

between 2017 and 2021 (inclusive).
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The history of the Novo Nordisk Foundation

Country Report ςGermany ςNNF IMPACT

1922 ςthe Nordisk Insulin Foundation was established as 

the owner of the Nordisk Insulinlaboratorium. The founders 

agreed that the profit from the sale of diabetes medicine 

should be used for scientific and humanitarian purposes. 

In 2021 the Novo Nordisk 

Foundation awarded 617 

grants with a total amount 

ƻŦ ϵммуо ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΦ 

For more information, 

please see the Impact

Report 2020

The Novo Nordisk Foundation dates back to 1922, when Nobel laureate August Krogh 
returned home from the United States and Canada with permission to produce 
insulin in the Nordic countries. This marked the beginning of the development of 
world-class diabetes medicine in Denmark and the establishment of several 
ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ƳŜǊƎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ bƻǾƻ bƻǊŘƛǎƪ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΦ

1989ςthe Novo Foundation and the 

Nordisk Insulin Foundation were merged 

into Novo Nordisk Foundation as part of 

the merger between the two firms Novo 

TerapeutiskLaboratoriumand Nordisk 

Insulinlaboratoriumin Novo Nordisk A/S.

1952 ςthe  Novo Foundation was 

established as the owner of the 

Novo TerapeutiskLaboratorium.

For more information on the history of the Novo Nordisk 

Foundation, please visit www.novonordiskfonden.dk

https://impact.novonordiskfonden.dk/highlights/impact-report-2020/

